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antagonists were then ordered by the Duke of Norfolk to ap-
pear before the Privy Council. When they reached the Court,
Knevet committed the same crime for which, we conjecture,
Surrey had been imprisoned in 1537. He broke the law prohib-
iting violence in the environs of the King's person.62 Forgetting
where he was, Knevet struck John Clere, Surrey's squire, who
had escorted him to the Court. The original charge against
Knevet was lost sight of because of this greater offence. He was
immediately seized, tried, and condemned to lose his right
hand. But the intervention of Surrey, the influence of the Duke
of Norfolk, and Knevet's own request that his left hand be cut
off rather than his right in order that he might continue to serve
his King saved him from this mutilation.
xvi. The forming of the hostile alliance against him caused
Henry VIII to make some changes in his domestic policy.
During the summer of 1538 Henry had made some advances
towards a political union with the Lutherans. The majority of
Englishmen disagreed violently with German orthodoxy. On
the Continent in January, 1539, the ruin of England was talked
of as imminent. It was thought that, by and large, the English
people would welcome an invasion by the "Most Catholic
Monarchs" of France and Spain to free them from their Refor-
mation King. But the Continentals little understood conditions
in England. Politically at least, nationalism had superseded
papal authority in the minds of the English people. This enabled
Henry VIII to bind all forces of England together to resist any
attempted invasion.
With consummate skill the English King dispelled the in-
ternal dissension which threatened disruption. At the Parlia-
ment which opened on 28 April, 1539, Henry VIH caused acts
to be passed which gave hope to the Party of Insurrection (open
or secret Romanists), satisfied the Anglicans (strictly orthodox
in the Catholic faith but content to be separated from Rome),
82 Holinshed (ed, 1587), m, 953; where this greater crime is assigned to 10 June,
33 Henry VIII. The later date may be correct, but the circumstances of ELenevet's
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